
Hello everyone,

I am happy to be writing to you anticipating that in just a few days we will finally be able to make

our return to the Foxes den, These are unprecedented times and hopefully a return to school

signals a move to more regular times. With that being said, the return to school is going to look

ditferent than usual for staff, parents and students. I will outline some key pieces of information

in this email. I understand that you will have a number of questions so please feel free to email

them to Shannon_logie@bwdsb.on,ca. I willtry and send out a Q and A emails because I know

if one person is asking the question there will be others wondering about the same theme. Over

the summer a number of B.W.D.S.B. employees worked collaboratively to make extensive plans

for the safe return to school. These plans were made under the direction of the Ministry of

Education with information changing almost daily. As information changes, the board has þeen

updating a Q and A form to provide parents with the most up to date information. You can

access this information at https://www.bwdsb.on.calParents/Return to School. Over the next

couple of days, school staff will be using the return to school plan to come up with details

regarding the communication of class lists, first day routines, pick up/drop off locations and

plãyground zones. As plans are set we will to communicate them to you. You should have heard

from your child's teacher. Pease note that class placements are tentative to start the year as

there is a strong likelihood that we will have to reorganize due to changing student numbers.

Please take note of the staggered entry for the first week of school:

Tuesday, September I Junior Kindergarten and Senior Kindergarten students attend

Wednesday, September 9 Junior Kindergarten and Senior Kindergarten students attend

Grades 1,2, and 3 students attend

Thursday, September 10 Junior Kindergarten and Senior Kindergarten students attend

Grades 1,2, and 3 students attend

Grades 4, 5, and 6 students attend

Friday, September 11 Junior Kindergarten and Senior Kindergarten students attend

Grades 1,2, and 3 students attend

Grades 4, 5, and 6 students attend

Key considerations

. Please make sure you send your child to school with a refillable water bottle, Even though our

water fountains will be disabled we will have our filling stations open'

. Please limit the amount of school supplies you send with your child. We will be providing the

supplies they need to complete assigned tasks and learning. Personal belongings will be kept in

their backpacks and witl stay with them throughout the day.

. please help us by providing a litterless lunch wherever possible. Garbage or recycling will

likely be returned home with the student as we are limited in our ability to gather garbage and

collect recycling. We are hoping to otfer a version of the breakfast program a couple of weeks

into the school year. At this point the milk, pizza and hot lunch programs are all suspended.



. Masks are required for all students in grades 4-6. Masks are optional from K-3. Cloth or fabric
masks are acceptable for students. Staff will be wearing medical grade masks when they are
inside the school. During outside learning time or recess students will be able to remove their
masks. lf a student forgets to bring a mask, we will provide them with one as we have a limited

number set aside for that purpose, Should your child not be able to wear a mask for a
documented medical condition, please contact Shannon Logie at 519-364-2910 ext. 527 .

. Students are encouraged to have a pair of indoor shoes that they can leave in the school

overnight. Please make sure that these shoes are appropriate for gym activities. Teachers have

been encouraged to spend more time teaching outside so it is important to dress for the
weather. While we won't be outside while it pours, we may take advantage of the outside space
in a light rain or mist. Please send your children dressed for the weathqr.

. We will be emphasizing the use of hand sanitizer and etfective hand washing techniques. The

number of students allowed in the washroom at any given time will be limited. We have also

tried to set classrooms up so that desks are adequately spaced wherever possible.

END OF DAY

Each student will be assigned to a house with a colour. To stagger release below are the

staggered times.

Blue release at 2:55

Green 3:00

Yellow 3:05

Red 3:10

Health and Safety Notes

> At this time we are not able to welcome community members, guests, or parents into the

school. Should you need to pick up your child, please come to the front door and press the

buzzer on the wall directly to the left of the entrance, You can also communicate directly with

the office by texting the cellphone at 519-379-5799.

> Please note that many of our usual routines or spaces will not be available in the way that

they were previously. Playground structures are closed and students will be asked to play in

certain playground zones with their cohort. The library is closed, although we will work on a

format to give students a safe process to access books within the classroom, We are also

looking at adapting our music program. While these measures are ditferent, and in some cases

inconvenient, we want to ensure that we are creating barriers of safety to make sure our

students are safe.

I know that this information may feel overwhelming and the start of the year may feel different

than usual. Being a Hanover Heights Fox means that we learn how to work together to solve
problems and overcome challenges. I know that we can make this a fantastic year!



Question and Answer--- September 2020

el. We have been wondering how an illness like a cold or cough will be handled for students. How

long will they need to stay home before they can return to school? Do they iust need to be symptom

free or wait 14 days? Do they need to see a dr??

Every day prior to coming to school parents are required to complete a screening on their children. lf

your child demonstrates two or more symptoms, then we will be reporting that information to Public

Health. lf you suspect your child has a case of COVID-L9 they should stay away from school until they

are symptom free or have had a COVID-19 test that has come back negative. lf you suspect that your

child has a case of COVID-L9 it is recommended that you follow up immediately with a health

professional. We will be taking our direction from Public Health regarding all next steps.

Q2. What will happen if my child demonstrates symptoms while at school.

We have establíshed an isolation area to be used for a student who develops symptoms at school' A

staff member will take the student to the isolation area while they wait for their parents to come. The

staff member who is supervising the child will wear appropriate PPE. Parents will contact the office

when they arrive to pick up their child. Parents are asked to pick up ill children as promptly as possible.

Children who are illwill not be able to take the bus home.

There is a process established for notifying Public Health when we encounter this situation. lf it is a

suspected case of COVID we will follow a notification process for our school families as directed by

Public Health.

e3. I read on Facebook that if my child falls ill they will be quarantined for 14 days. I heard that they

will immediatety be transported to a medical facility and separated from us, their parents.

Our first phone call in the event of an illness is to the parent/guardian. lt will be the responsibility of the

parent to seek out appropriate medical attention. We are sensitive to historical issues where children

were forcibly separated from their parents and understand the thought of this can cause anxiety. This

situation will not happen. The only time that a student will be transported to the hospital prior to the

parent/guardian being at the school is if they suffered a severe accident or serious illness. ln that case

the parentwould be notified immediatelyand askedto meetthe studentand staff atthe hospital. (This

situation happens rarely and hopefully will not occur')

e4. When will I hear about my child's classroom placement? Where do they go on the first day of

school?

Teachers will start to notify parents of their children's class placements starting on September 2nd at

Noon. We hope to have all notifications completed by the end of the business day on September 3'd. To

encourage distancing we will be dividing our playground into zones.

* please note that some of these items may be subject to change as information evolves.



Question and Answer

September 2020

Ql. I was planning to send hand sanitizer in my child's lunch bag, and sanitizing wipes for his/her

personal use. ts this allowed? Should I send Lysol wipes with my child.

You are permitted to send hand sanitizer. Please note that this should stay with your child's belongings.

We will be teaching hand washing and will encourage students to do so at several points throughout the

day. We will also have an abundance of hand sanitizer and will be encouraging frequent use so students

do not require their own. We have a disinfectant spray that has been approved by the board on hand in

classrooms. We will use this frequently so we discourage you from sending Lysol wipes.

Q2. tf one of my children has the sniffles should I send them to school? What about the other

students in my house that are not showing any symptoms.

When you do the COVID-19 student screening on your child in the morning and you notice symptoms

you should keep them home. They can return to school 24 hours after being symptom free or if they

have a negative COVID-1"9 test. Public Health is suggesting that the turnaround time for COVID-19 tests

is approximately 24 hours.

you would then perform the screening test on the other kids in your household. lf they pass the

screening they can come to school.

e3. What about use of the yard and playground equipment both during the day and at recess.

At this point, all playground equipment is closed at this time. At this time, the Board and Public Health is

concentrating on making the inside of schools as safe as possible and have noted that they will consider

safe use for outside equipment in the future. We are dividing the yard into zones so our different

cohorts will stay in their zone during recess. We will be staggering our recess so half of our classes will

go out for 20 will the rest of our classes eat. The groups will switch for the second half of the break'

Rather than dividing the school in half from k-3 and 4-6 as we have in the past, we will have a schedule

for specific classes. This will help us maintain social distancing in the hallways and on the yard'

Please note that students should not be using the playground prior to school starting and after

dismissal. We are going to be sending home information about drop off and pickup zones shortly. We

will also be requesting that parents stay out of the yard at this time. We know this is a departure for

people but we need to control traffic on the school yard. Parents are only permitted into the school and

onto the yard in the case of emergencies.

Q4. What time should I drop my student off at school? What time should I pick them up?

At this time we have to carefully control access to the yard during the school day. lf your child is walking

or being dropped off we are asking that they arrive just before 8:50 a.m. Upon arrival students will

proceed directly to class. (Students will be given a designated entrance according to their class

locations, teachers will be sharing thís information,)



lf a student arrives on a bus prior to 8:45 a.m. they will proceed to the yard. At 8:45, they will be asked

to enter the building and proceed directly to class. Bus students who arrive on a bus after 8:45 a.m. will

proceed directly to their class.

Students that are dropped off or walk to school will enter the building at 8:50 am. Students come

directly into the building, go to class and sit in their seat, This gradual entry will allow us to

appropriately maintain social distancing.

Dismissal

Blue release at 2:55

Green 3:00

Yellow 3:05

Red 3:10

Students will be assigned a colour by their teachers...more information to follow

Q5. How willsocialdistancing work with washrooms?

We have several single washrooms throughout the school so they are not a problem. ln the main

student washrooms, we have floor decals that students will stand on to encourage social distancing as

they wait. ln the main washrooms, we will only have three students in the washroom at a time. We are

planning to use three push lights that students can activate with their feet to show when the washroom

is occupied. (They use their shoe to turn on the push light when they go in, touch it again to turn it off

when they leave)

lf you did not have a chance to watch the facebook live presentation for BWDSB parents by Dr, Arra of

the Grey Bruce Medical Officer of Health, you can access the video at https://voutu.be/DREuD4b8t1"8.

He answers many questions that you may find useful as we prepare to return to school.


